[image: image1.jpg]Private VAP penetrates deep into desert landscape

anhard General Defense (Outdoor stand W12) has com-
pleted development of its private venture Véhicule d*Action
dans la Profondeur (VAP) (deep penetration vehicle), which
is being shown for the first time at Eurosatory this year. VAP
is aimed specifically at the export market and has already
undergone extensive trials in the Middle East.

1t leverages off of the highly successful Panhurd VBL series of light
reconnaissance vehicles, of which well over 2,000 have been buil for the
home and export markets. VBL remains in production. with another batch
recently ordercd for delivery next year.

“The VAPis based on the chassis of the long wheel-
base VBL, with the fully armour-protected
enginie companment and floor being
retained. Seats are provided for
four people with a rollover
protection fitted s standard.

“The version being shown at
Burosatory is in the three-seat
configuration and fitted with a
Gint Industries  weapon
system mounted externally
above the commander’s and
driver's psition. The open

crew compartment provides for a much higher level of situational aware-
ness than the fully enclosed VBL.

A wide range of weapons can be installed. such as machine guns, can-
non or anti-tank missiles. as well as specialised communications
equipment and various types of day/night observation devices. Standard
equipment includes a central tyre pressure regulation system that allows
the driver to adjust the tyre pressure to suit the terrain being crossed.

As ithas a more powerful 130hp diesel engine and is lighter than the
standard VBL. it has an improved power-to-weight ratio. Maximunm speed
is quoted as 1 20km/h, with an operational range of a least 700km. Empty
weightis quoted as 2,500kg. with a maximum payload of 1500kg. B
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