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PANHARD DELIVERS THE VBL MK2 TO THE  
KUWAITI MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR 

 
 
 
 
At the start of October, Panhard delivered the twen ty VBL Mk2 vehicles ordered by 
the Kuwaiti Ministry of the Interior last year. The se vehicles are configured to carry 
out anti-terrorist operations in urban areas. The M k2 version of the VBL benefits 
from many improvements in relation to previous mode ls: the vehicle is 
significantly more powerful thanks to a 125 h.p. St eyr engine, whilst its all-terrain 
mobility has also been enhanced by a 4-speed ZF aut omatic gearbox and larger 
tyres. Centralised tyre inflation also helps to imp rove the VBL’s mobility over 
loose terrain, especially sand. The electrical syst em in the new generation vehicle 
offers new features such as an onboard diagnostic s ystem.  
Furthermore, the VBL Mk2, which retains its amphibi ous capability, is NRBC-
protected. These VBLs are fitted with equipment des igned for police vehicles, 
including a loud speaker system that allows the occ upants to address individuals 
or crowds while remaining protected by the armourin g.  
The VBL, which will be used for patrol and surveill ance missions, will be equipped 
with impressive firepower thanks to a remote-contro lled cupola capable of 
operating a 12.7 mm machine gun. This weapon, useab le in all conditions and 
especially at night, will reinforce the VBL’s defen sive capabilities. It is worth 
noting that the Ministry of the Interior is the sec ond Emirates customer to place its 
trust in Panhard, because the National Guard is alr eady using the VBL. Panhard, 
which is an historic supplier of armoured vehicles to the Gulf states, has already 
supplied VBLs to the Sultanate of Oman, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar.   

 

 

 

Panhard General Defense: 
 
Panhard General Defense has been designing and building armoured vehicles for almost a century,  including 
the Light Armoured Vehicle (VBL), 2,300 of which are in service in 16 countries and the PVP, more than 930 of 
which have been ordered by the French army. In 2008, Panhard achieved a turnover of 90 million euros. 
For further information, please visit: www.panhard.fr 

 
 
 
 

Press Contact: Charles Maisonneuve  

Tel: +33 (0) 1 60 82 49 87 / + 33 (0) 6 13 22 30 21 

E-mail: charles.maisonneuve@panhard.fr 

2 rue Panhard et Levassor, 91630 Marolles en Hurepoix - France 
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